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There was no question of ' help yourselves ' when James Cook's
sailors went on shore. They paid in whatever the natives most
wanted. The natives of all the Polynesian islands, still dwelling
in the Stone Age and never having seen a scrap of metal until
the White Man appeared upon the scene, were very eager to get
hold of anything that was made of iron or steel.

We don't know the real reason, but after his return to
Kcalakckua Bay (having been forced back by the gales of the
open sea) Cook at once sensed a very noticeable change in
the attitude of the Hawaiians towards him and his crew.
A native intent upon being insolent has ways and means of
giving vent to his feelings by a display of such offensive if subtle
brazcnness and such a manifestation of swaggering overbear-
ance that only a saint in his more saintly moments can withstand
the temptation to knock him down. Cook had many saintly
attributes, but it was the samdiness of Yorkshire, which was
mixed with certain highly practical considerations about the
rights of property. When a few of the natives made away with
the Discovery's cutter Cook decided to put an end to all such
further incidents by asking for a couple of hostages and by
keeping them on board his flagship until the hour of his depar-
ture. By such an action he hoped to protect himself against
further wholesale pilfering on the part of the light-fingered
Hawaiians.

But in spite of his precautions there were all sorts of un-
pleasant litde incidents between the visiting Englishmen and
their unwilling Polynesian hosts. On February 14, 1779, Cook
landed with an armed guard to pay his respects to the local
chieftain and to demand his hostages. The mood of the crowd
that surrounded his boat was a very ugly one, and it did not
grow any better when some one spread the rumour that only a
few moments before, in another part of the bay, the English had
shot one of the native chieftains.

Cook, realizing that for the moment at least he could accom-
plish nothing, seems to have given orders to his men to return